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Lack of Diagnostics continues to Limit 

Progress on Mitigating Antimicrobial 

Resistance
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Antimicrobial resistance is a major public health threat with a death toll reaching 4.95 million in 

2019. Lack of diagnostics challenges the understanding of AMR and its true global burden. 

Indeed, diagnostics developments to date have focused on increasing laboratory surveillance 

capacity but improving data availability may not aid in appropriate prescribing at the front line.

“The same impetus and enthusiasm for investment and prioritization of diagnostics to help 

end the COVID-19 pandemic needs to be applied to AMR,” concluded the study authors.

“Without this, Jim O’Neill’s ambition of using diagnostics to direct all antimicrobial therapy 

will remain merely an aspiration, and we will still be counting the cost of the lack of 

diagnostics at the point-of-care and escalating deaths from AMR into the next decade.”
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